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IMPROVED
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Pathway to Govan Old Parish
Church renewed
The pathway into Govan Old Parish Church, now
the resting place of the historic Govan Stones,
has been renewed and the grassed area reseeded to create a peaceful green space in
Central Govan.
Also being restored is the Govan war memorial.
Th Govan Reminiscence Group has played a key
role in securing a replacement copy of the
parchment recording the names of those killed.

Three ancient tombstones
rediscovered
During archaeological excavations over the
summer three of the ancient Govan stones were
rediscovered – having been lost since the closure
of the Harland and Wolf yard.

“Recycling Points” in the Langlands Road carpark 1 October 2019
Govan Community Council held its annual strategy meeting at the
beginning of September with the issue of cleansing services at the top of
its agenda.
Along with officers of the community council, local councillors and our MP were
representatives of the City Council’s Land and Environmental Services, David
Russell, Divisional Director, Neighbourhoods and Sustainability, and Dougie Gellan,
Cleansing Operations Manager.
Community representatives and councillors raised the issues of missed bin
collections, growing problems of rats, overflowing street bins and the need for
efficient collection to ensure recycling targets were met.

Lourdes schoolboy Mark McGettigan, taking part
in the dig, felt something solid in the ground
which also sounded hollow. Investigation led
diggers to find three lost stones.
The Govan Stones date back well over a
thousand years when the ground at Govan Old
was the burial ground for the royal dynasty that
ruled Strathclyde from its fortress at Dumbarton
rock. Originally Welsh-speaking Britons, the
rulers of Strathclyde formed marriage alliances
with the Viking rulers in the Isles. Many of the
stones show Viking influence as well as Celtic.

Mr Gellan responded that the City Council was replacing all the old steel bins with
plastic wheelie bins and where this had been done there had been a reduction in
rats and an increase in recycling. There was also a programme to replace small
street bins by 360 litre metal bins by the end of October. New street sweeping
machines were also being introduced.
In response to questions about missed collections Mr Gellan said that the new 4
days on and 4 days off shift meant that there was no continuity in terms of the
same staff collecting from specific addresses. There was also a problem with
absenteeism.
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COUNCIL OWNERSHIP OF
BUS TRANSPORT
Govan Community Council’s Strategy meeting on 6
September interviewed Bruce Kiloh, SPT Head of Policy
and Planning, on the feasibility of bringing buses in the
Glasgow region back into municipal ownership. The
Transport Bill currently before the Scottish Parliament
could, if appropriately amended, make the full public
ownership of bus transport possible within the Glasgow
area – a move which Govan Community Council endorsed
earlier this year.

Passenger numbers down by 60 million
Mr Kiloh noted that since the deregulation of bus services in 1985
the size of the bus network has been cut, service levels reduced and,
in the last ten years, passenger numbers fallen by 60 million – with
the biggest reduction in the West of Scotland.
The SPT is responsible for maintaining socially necessary services in
the Glasgow area by supplying subsidies to the private bus
operators. Currently these amount to £13m a year or £5 per head
of the population. By contrast in Edinburgh, which had been able to
retain its publicly owned service, Lothian Buses operates with lower
fares, and by reinvesting profits, now has one of youngest and most
fuel-efficient fleets in Britain.
Mr Kiloh welcomed the Transport Bill currently before the Scottish
Parliament which if amended would permit the full public ownership
of bus services. The SPT position was that public authorities should
be allowed to run bus services if they can do it better than the
private sector.

Greater Community Engagement
He believes that municipal bus companies can deliver huge
advantages in terms of accountability, greater community
engagement and the ability to provide a more comprehensive bus
network.
On more immediate issues Mr Kiloh noted that the SPT was
reviewing services to the Queen Elizabeth Hospital and considering
a westward extension to Braehead and the possible upgrading of the
Fastlink to a Metro service. This was currently under consideration
by the City Council’s Connectivity Commission. He also promised
to investigate the appropriateness of the SPT ZoneCard scheme
zones 1 and 2 which terminate on Govan Road, half a mile from the
Queen Elizabeth Hospital.

Municipally-owned Lothian Buses has one of the
youngest and environmentally friendly bus fleets in
Britain

CLEANSING continued
staff collecting from the same addresses. There was also a
problem with absenteeism running at double the previous rate
and resulting up to a thousand bins not being collected each
day. Staff from Parks had been diverted to cleansing and up to
£25,000 a week was being spent on agency staff.
Rats
Community Council members raised questions about
residents being served notices over the presence of rats when
in fact the problem was caused by missed bin collections.
Environmental Health ought to be liaising directly with
Cleansing Services.
At the October General Meeting it was agreed that the basic
cause was the steady erosion of funding and it was decided to
to write to the Scottish Government Finance Secretary
pointing out the crisis circumstances now existing in the City’s
poorer areas and the need for cuts in grant income from the
Scottish government to be reversed.
__________________
___________________________

He reported that the new trains for the subway will be operating by
2021 and the SPT was reviewing the possibility of extending Sunday
opening hours.
At its October meeting Govan Community Council considered the
report from the Strategy Meeting and agreed to write to our MSP
and also to the Scottish First Minister urging them to support the
current amendment to the Transport Bill that would allow the
direct and comprehensive municipal ownership of bus operations –
stressing that Govan had one of the lowest levels of car ownership
in Scotland and was particularly dependent on bus transport. It was
further agreed to write to the Leader of the City Council requesting
that the City Council also ask the Scottish Government to support
this position and, meantime, in order to acquire the undertakings of
First Bus, set up an arms-length company as currently existed in the
Lothians.

NEW HOUSING FOR RENT
IN CENTRAL GOVAN
82 new housing units are nearing completion on the Helen
Street/Golspie Street corner. They are being built by Elderpark
Housing Association. The photo shows the block that will
contain 70 tenement flats. There will also be 12 two story
houses behind them Some of the new houses will be wheel
chair accessible and most will be for locally affordable rents.

Queen Elizabeth Hospital
crisis deepens
ber

Also in September the General Medical
Council placed the hospital under special
measures as not ‘providing a safe working
environment’ for the 90 junior doctors
undergoing training in the hospital. The main
problem is the lack of adequate medical staff
to cover patients accommodated in single
rooms. If improvement is not secured, the
General Medical Council will be forced to
withdraw junior doctors training at the
hospital.
The hospital was built by a private contractor,
Brookfield Multiplex, a multinational based in
Australia, that is in turn owned by Brookfield
Asset Management Inc. based in Canada. In
20018 Brookfield Asset Management declared
a profit of $58.8 billion.

Govan Housing Association has
announced that this year Govan Loves
Christmas will take place on Wednesday,
4 December. As usual it will take place at
Govan Cross. Full details of the
programme will be announced next
month.

ASYLUM SEEKER
HOUSING CRISIS –
MEARS REPLACES
SERCO
After a summer of crisis in which local
asylum seekers were again threatened with
evictions, and elsewhere in Glasgow a few
of evictions did take place where
information was received too late, the
Home Office contractor SERCO finally
handed over to the new contractor Mears.
Local MP Chris Stephens strongly rejected
SERCO claims that those receiving eviction
letters were ‘failed’ asylum seeks. In almost
all cases they were, he reported, asylum
seekers whose cases were under appeal.
Mears has promised the Scottish Refugee
Council more responsible management. Its
workers are unionised and have now
declared, through their union Unite, that
they will not be party to any attempt to
change locks.

Rights of Scottish Secure
Tenants – Govan petition
heard in Scottish Parliament
The petition is designed to restore the right of pre-1989 Scottish Secure Tenants to a
meaningful right of appeal on rents – as intended by the 1984 Housing (Scotland) Act. It
was submitted by Central Govan Tenants Association, with the support of Govan
Community Council, was given its first hearing by the Scottish Parliament’s Petitions
Committee on 10 October. In 2016-17 Government Rent Assessors used private sector
rents as comparators to set Housing
Association. Although a test case before
the Court of Session condemned this
practice as ‘erroneous in law’, this practice
has continued. Rents have been increased
by up to 80 per cent. In some cases elderly
tenants have had leave the area where
they grew up.
The petition calls the Housing (Scotland)
Act to be amended to make comparators
‘social housing in the local area.

Loves
Christmas

On 17 September the Scottish
Government announced a public
enquiry into the construction of the
Queen Elizabeth Hospital together with
Edinburgh’s Royal Hospital for
Children.
The £842 million hospital, opened in 2015,
has suffered a series of serious problems
including a faulty ventilation system that
resulted in the deaths of two patients,
external cladding similar to that used in the
Grenfell tower, faulty windows which have
had to be replaced and structural problems
with roofing. In August the oncology ward
had to be closed to new patients – and
referrals now have to go to Edinburgh or
Aberdeen. Repairs are likely to cost £50m.

Govan

The Riot in Central
Govan on Friday 30
August
The September meeting of the
Community Council considered
reports of the riot and agreed the
following statement: ‘to thank

the police who were present
on Friday night for their
actions in preventing much
more serious disorder and for
safeguarding our local
community.’ There was no
support for any change in the
statutory rights to organise
marches within existing legal
provisions – although it was
hoped that greater foresight
might be exercised in
negotiating routes and times
of marches.

The Govan-Partick Bridge
Construction is due to start on
the 140 metre bridge within a
few months, early in 2020, and
to be completed by the summer
of 2021. The bridge will cater
for pedestrians and cyclists and
have a swivel to allow boats up
the Clyde.

The new university medical science
research campus
Glasgow University is planning a medical science research campus
on the riverside at Linthouse. It will aim to become a centre of
excellence for a range of new medical technologies including
nanofabrication and photonics.

‘Transformative’
Glasgow University is supplying £28m for development and Glasgow Coty
Council a further £27.5m. Anton Muscatelli, Vice Chancellor of the
University, describes the initiative as being ‘as transformative for Govan and
the Clyde waterfront’ as the university’s move to the West End of Glasgow in
1870.
The project already has twelve industrial partners and will also ‘flow into the
Clinical Innovation Zone at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital’.
The key units will be the Nanofabrication Centre and the Precision Medicine
Living Laboratory. Europe’s ‘Clean Room Facility’, currently located in the
West End, will also be moved to the site.
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Useful phone
numbers
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Esme Clark 425
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Govan
CC@GovanCC
Govan Health
Centre 531 8400
Govan Law
Centre 440 2503
Community
Police 532 5400
Refuse Collection
287 9700

A key part of the planning is to develop active links with
the local community and local schools and to ensure
that the new campus helps develop a new generation of
scientists and research workers in Govan itself.

Invention Rooms
There will be facilities for community interaction and
‘inventions rooms’ for use by local schools.

Govan Community Council AGM

Flora Pagan stands down
as Vice Chair

Govan Community Council held its AGM on Monday 7
October. Allan Bell was re-elected as Chair, Flora Pagan
stepped down as Vice Chair and was replaced by Daniel
O’Neill, Esme Clark was re-elected as Secretary and
Reinhild Gorniack as Treasurer.
In his annual report as Chair Allan Bell congratulated local housing
associations on the scale of house building but noted the need to
press for a commensurate development of our community’s
infrastructure, particularly parking facilities.
Praises Voluntary organisations
Allan also commended the work of a range of local Charities and
voluntary organisations. These included the Govan Community
Project which gave assistance to asylum seekers, the Coming Home
team and the Home Work Club Local issues included the disastrous
state of Cleansing, littering and dog fouling – balanced by the news of
major grants for the redevelopment of the Elder Park Library
(including a community centre) and Glasgow University’s decision to
establish a science research campus in Linthouse

Flora Pagan stood down as Vice
Chair at the 2019 AGM after many
years as an officer of the Community
Council and previously the Chair.
Flora will continue as an active
member.
Esme Clark, Secretary, paid tribute
to ‘Flora’s lifetime of work for
community organisations in Govan –
long may it continue !’

THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY – WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF GREENHOUSE
GAS EMISSIONS CONTINUE TO RISE
Glasgow will host the UN Climate
Emergency summit towards the
end of 2020.
The map comes from the UN
Special Report on the Ocean and
Cryosphere. It shows how much
of Govan will be under water
within 80 years, in the lifetime of
today’s young people. This will
happen simply if carbon emissions
continue to rise at the present
rate. Ocean levels will be one
metre higher.

