THE GOVAN LETTER
Published by Govan Community Council

March 2019

COUNCIL
SHOULD
RUN OUR
BUSES
Govan Community Council has written to the City
Council calling on it to urge the Scottish
Government to amend the Transport (Scotland) Bill
currently before parliament to enable the Glasgow
region’s bus services to be fully operated in the
public sector using the model of Lothian Buses.
Only ‘loss-making services’
The Bill as currently worded will only allow the City Council to
run loss-making services leaving the profitable roots to the private
operators.
The present system, dependent on three private companies, is, the
Community Council argues, manifestly failing the City and its
population. Across Scotland passenger numbers have fallen by 22
per cent over the past ten years and at the same time routes have
been cut by a fifth.

CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR
GOVAN’S COMING
HOME CENTRE

In Glasgow over the past year alone fares charged by the biggest
operator have been increased by 15 per cent and by 40 per cent
for those under 16. For many journeys across the City two fares
will be necessary. First Bus charges £4.60 for an all-day ticket and
no longer provides a return. For an equivalent fare Lothian Buses
charges £3.40.
The Community Council argues that this is a strategic question
that is closely linked to poverty and unemployment – with the lack
of cheap transport making it difficult for people to secure
employment in a period where many people now require more
than one part-time job to make ends meet or to satisfy Universal
Credit conditions. Glasgow has the lowest rate of car ownership
in Scotland and Govan one of the lowest rates in Glasgow.
The Community Council is asking other community councils to
back their call.

p. 2 Rents scandal

Our photo shows Community Council Chair Allan
Bell and our Secretary Esme Clark presenting a
monster collection of gift parcels to the Centre.
The Centre has been operating in the Pearce Institute for
the past five years to provide a welcoming home centre and
support base for service personnel returning to civilian life.
It is supported by volunteers including many former services
staff.
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Petition to
Scottish
Parliament on
rights of Scottish
Secure tenants
The Community Council is backing the bid to secure a
hearing by the Scottish Parliament’s Petitions
Committee to secure the rights of Scottish Secure
Tenants to a fair and just appeal system on rents.
Scottish Secure Tenants are pre-1989 tenants in the Housing Association
sector who have their rents assessed on a three yearly basis and have
the right of appeal to what was previously the Rent Assessment
Committee and is now titled the Housing and Property Chamber.

Rents from private landlords across the City
In 2016 assessors heard the appeals of a number of Govan tenants and
imposed rent increases in excess of 40 per cent and in some cases as
high as 60 per cent. They justified this by using as ‘comparators’ the
rents asked for by private landlords across the City – googling the rents
on the internet.

Houses in Wanlock Street where rents
for two houses have been increased
by over 60 per cent.

One tenant was entitled to legal aid and his case was taken to the Court
of Session by Mike Dailly of Govan Law Centre. The Court of Session
squashed the increase finding that the method adopted by the assessors
was ‘erroneous in law’ and ‘fatally flawed’. The tenant was given the
right to a new assessment.

Denied the right to re-assessment
However, other tenants were denied that right on the grounds that they
had not appealed – although they simply did not have the financial
resources to do so. Worse still, their rents now stand a ‘comparators’
that can be used to determine other local rents in new assessments.
In one case of appeal in 2018 the Housing and Property Chamber used
one of these rents to impose a 95 per cent rent increase. There is
therefore every likelihood that as further rents come up for review over
the coming period they also will be at risk of disproportionate increases.
Central Govan Tenants and Residents Association wrote, with the
support of the City Council, to the Scottish Government to ask for its
intervention. There was no effective response to this call.

Rents of ‘comparable social housing’
The petition calls on the Scottish Parliament to amend the wording of
the Rents (Scotland) Act 1984 to so that comparator rents should be
restricted to ‘rents of comparable social housing in the
Campaigning
immediate
area’. issues

 Bus transport

It is also proposed that the Scottish parliament give the small number of
tenants whose rents were determined by the method condemned as
erroneous in law the right to re-assessment.

One thousand tenants at risk
There are currently approximately 1,000 of these pre-1989 tenancies in
Scotland. All are at risk if they appeal. Copies of the petition can be
obtained from the chair of Central Govan Tenants and Residents
Association foster631@btinternet.com

INQUIRY ORDERED INTO
CONSTRUCTION OF
HOSPITAL
On 21 January the Scottish Secretary for Health, Jeanne
Freeman, ordered a public inquiry into the design and
construction of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital.
This followed the tragic deaths of two patients which are
understood to result from construction defects which
allowed the contamination of the water supply system.
Over the four years since the hospital was opened there
have been a series of problems with the physical structure of
the hospital. The cladding was discovered to be of the same
flammable type as that used for the Grenfell Tower. The
helipad was found to be defective, some of the windows fell
out and small sections of the roof fell in. The fire escape
systems were also assessed to be inadequate. In the period
before its construction the Community Council had raised
with the Health Board the dangers associated with closing
smaller hospitals and concentrating patients in one big
hospital.
The staff in the hospital have also had to contend with a
shortage of nurses and other support staff – leading to
unacceptably high waiting times for A&E. In December 2018
Scottish government statistics show that one in eight patients
had to wait longer than four hours against a target of one in
twenty waiting that long.

More
housing for
Govan

LEGAL CHALLENGE TO
SERCO’S ATTEMPTED
EVICTION OF ASYLUM
SEEKERS
On 7 February Mike Dailly of the Govan
Law Centre took a test case of two
asylum seekers from Govan to the Court
of Session in Edinburgh to halt SERCO’s
attempt at eviction. A judgement is
expected this March.
Last summer SERCO sought to evict 300
asylum seekers but were successfully stayed by
court action from Govan Law Centre.
SERCO have held the Home Office contract
for housing asylum seekers in Scotland and
have been the centre of criticism for the poor
quality of the housing provided. Our MP Chris
Stephens had repeatedly raised the problems in
parliament.

# is well under way to prepare the site for 82 new housing
Work
units for Govan on the site of the demolished Hills Trust
Primary School.
There will be 70 tenement flats facing on to Golspie Street (as shown above) and
12 two storey houses on the Harmony scheme side. Most of the new
accommodation will be for rent and a number of the houses will be wheel chair
accessible. The scheme is being developed by Elderpark Housing Association.
Over the same period the neighbouring Hills Trust building, one of the oldest in
Govan, will be restored as offices for Elderpark Housing Association.

In January this year it was announced that
SERCO had lost the contract for the coming
period, starting in September 2019. It now be
transferred to WJ Mears.

Café 13 to be better
protected

After a couple of break-ins over recent months
Central Govan Action Plan are working with
partners in a steering group chaired by Chris
Stephens to ensure that the café is better
protected. The Community Council had
written a letter of concern that this important
social facility in the centre of Govan might have
to close.

Award to Elderpark
Housing Association
Gary Dalziel, Chief Executive of Elderpark
Housing Association, won the Chartered
Institute of Housing Scotland award for
outstanding leadership in the sector. The
award is based on nominations from colleagues
in the sector. He was presented with the
award in December.

International Women’s Day 2019

Our Secretary Esme Clark and Vice Chair Flora Pagan mark
International Women’s Day at the new statue of Mary Barbour.
Dozens attended to lay flowers to commemorate one of the first
women councillors and a campaigner on rents and social conditions.

GOVAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETS
EVERY MONTH
Govan Community Council meets every month apart from August
on the first Monday (except public holidays) from 7 p.m. in the
Board Room of Elderpark Workspace. Meetings are open to the
public. The Community Council has the statutory responsibility for voicing
the concerns of local residents to other elected bodies and making
representations on local planning issues. The current Community Council
was elected in 2017. Minutes are available on the website
https://govancommunitycouncil.com/

Govan Fair to resume
historic route
This year’s Govan Fair will resume its historic
route from Elder Park to Copland Road. The
Committee, chaired by Dot Courtney,
welcomes new members and volunteers. The
Fair will be on Friday, 7 June

Classical Concert
Bach’s St John Passion Friday 19April, 7pm,
Govan and Linthouse Parish Church (796
Govan Rd, Glasgow G51 4YL). Tickets: £3/£1
on the door or available in advance through
Eventbrite. Singers from the Royal
Conservatoire of Scotland. Paul MacAlindin:
Conductor

In Memory of Dick Carabine: chair of
Govan Community Council 2000 to 2017
Dick died in February after a short illness after having received
exemplary care from the staff in the QEUH. He was born in
Glasgow in 1934. His father, Daniel, was a strong Socialist
whose values rubbed off on Dick. While working in various
engineering works Dick became involved in his Trade Union
and soon became active in fighting for better conditions for his
fellow workers.
He joined the Labour Party in the late 1970s. He became Secretary and
then Chair of the local Constituency Labour Party. He joined the
Tenants’ Association, the Housing Association and in the 1980s Govan
Community Council where he was Secretary and then Chairman for over
twenty years. He was involved in all the local campaigns to improve the
lot of the people of Govan whether it was to keep schools open, protect
services in the area or monitor the conditions at the local hospitals.
Our photo above shows Dick on a march against the Bedroom Tax. As Secretary of the
Community Council Dick helped set up the Govan’s Community Organisations Council which in
turn established the Govan Law Centre and the Youth Information Centre.

Communities United
He was a founder member of Communities United and also its Treasurer for more than two
decades. This was an organisation set up in the early 1980s to bring together Govan’s diverse
communities and combat racism and sectarianism. In 1990 he was nominated as a JP and served
in that role of two decades.
In 2002 he was instrumental in the petition to the Scottish Parliament’s Petitions Committee to
raise the lack of new housing in Govan, the loss of population and the resulting run down in the
town centre. This has had long term benefits for the regeneration of Govan. Our MP Chris
Stephens plans to table an Early Day Motion in Parliament to commemorate Dick’s work for the
community. Our sympathies go to Kathy and to his daughter Elizabeth and sons Paul and Allan.

Useful
phone
numbers
Community
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Esme Clark
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Pearce Institute moving forward
Paul MacAlindin, new Chair of the Board at
the Pearce Institute, describes the building as
‘jewel in the crown’ of Govan’s heritage of
historic buildings.
‘All are important for our community’s identity.
However, what matters most for the Pearce
Institute is its relationship to the community itself, to
people in Govan’.
The AGM this coming autumn will be seeking to
finalise a development plan that will ensure that the
Pearce Institute continues to serve the people of
Govan for another century – having already done so
for over a hundred years.

Govan Health
Centre
531 8400
Govan Law
Centre 440 2503
Community
Police 532 5400
Refuse Collection
287 9700

Road and
Lighting Faults
0800 37 3635

The Pearce Institute, he says, is proud of what it
does already. It hosts the Govan Community
Project which caters for the increasing number of
asylum seekers in the area and runs a food bank,
essential in today’s world.
It also provides a base for the Coming Home Centre
which brings together the many ex-service personnel
in the area for mutual support. The latest addition is
Indepen-dance, a project to provide dance and new
forms of mobility for those with disabilities – making
full use of the big expanse of the McLeod Hall.

Paul is especially pleased that it has been possible
to reopen the café with local caterer Stephen
Barrie supplying meals at affordable prices. ‘The
café supplies a key meeting place for the
community, a place that is warm and friendly, that
gives the place a beating heart.’
Paul believes that the café will be increasingly
important with the completion of the bridge to
Partick and the Water Row development. ‘We
have to ensure that people don’t just pass
through Govan on the way from the subway to
the Transport Museum.

Bring people into Govan
The redevelopment of Govan Old, of the Govan’s
historic centre and of the Pearce Institute with its
large café space must be utilised to bring people
into the community to see Govan itself’.
‘Govan is an area of deprivation. Young people
need encouragement and motivation. The Bridge
and the new Water Row development – and the
Pearce Institute – will provide new
opportunities.’
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