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Plans are now well in hand for Mary Barbour’s return to
Govan Cross. 102 years ago this month she led a march of
women rent strikers from Govan up to the High Court to
stop landlords using the court to impound wages. This time
she will be seven foot tall in a statue sculpted by Andrew
Brown and accompanied by a dozen supporters also
immortalised in bronze.
A Govan housewife whose husband worked in the shipyards, Mary
Barbour helped create a mass movement that eventually forced the
government to enact legislation to cap rents at the pre-war level.
The statue will be unveiled by seven children from local schools.
Three hundred school children, who have been learning about Mary
Barbour, will take part in a short march to Govan Cross.

Funds raised
The unveiling of the statue will mark the culmination of the work of
the Mary Barbour committee over the past five years – with Esme
Clark, Secretary of Govan Community Council, serving as its
secretary. A total of £110,000 was raised with support from the City
Council and housing associations.

River walkway first stage for
redevelopment

The walkway along the river
between Govan Cross and
Govan Old Church was opened
by Sir Alex Ferguson earlier this
year. Our photo shows the
shadow of the old Govan Ferry
winding gear.
By 2019 the new bridge over the
Clyde to Partick will start from a few
yards away. Plans are now being
developed for new housing at the
Cross alongside the bridge.

New concern
for shipyard
On 23 October our local MP Chris Stephens posed
the following question in the Commons.
‘How does the Minister respond to suggestions
from trade unions on the Clyde that the promises
made to them have been broken by the Ministry of
Defence, and will the Government change their
illogical decision to put three fleet support ships out
to international competition? Should they not be
built in the UK, too?’
Serious concern now exists over guarantees of
continuing work and employment in the Clyde
yards after 2030 and the potential loss of the
order for Type 31 Frigates. See full story on page 2.
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Govan Community Council’s
2017 strategy meeting
On 29 September Govan Community
Council held the second of its annual
strategy meetings with local elected
representatives to discuss issues of longterm significance to the community.

This followed earlier decisions to cut the
order for Type 26 frigates from thirteen
to eight and axe funding for the frigate
factory previously promised for the
Clyde.

This year these issues included the future of
the shipyard, the staffing shortages at the
Queen Elizabeth Hospital, housing for older
people locally, the regulation of bus services
and the rights of refugees and asylum seekers.

These actions by the government now
seriously compromise any continuity of
shipyard employment. Those entering
employment now could face redundancy
in just fifteen years’ time.

##

Queen Elizabeth
University Hospital
Our 2016 meeting heard a report from the Royal
College of Nursing on the acute staff shortages
affecting the hospital, the large-scale use of agency
nurses and the adverse consequences for the
hospital budget. Waiting times in accident and
emergency were bad then. They remain some of
the worst in Scotland. Earlier this summer only 75
per cent A&E patients were being seen within 4
hours. The RCN had issued a report in September
on the shortage of NHS nurses in Scotland, the cuts
imposed on training places in 2012 and the cost of
agency nurses.
The Strategy Meeting identified

The limit on the health budget at British
level and its impact on the Scottish health
budget

The lack of training places for Scottish
students (Brexit would limit nurses from
the EU)

Poor pay and conditions for nurses and
the cap on pay

The consequences for hospital budgets of
lifting the pay cap without an increase in
expenditure.
Our October meeting agreed to write to the
Scottish Health Secretary to raise the issue of
training places and the cuts in the health budget, that
Chris Stephens would also raise with our MSP and
that a community representative on the Health
Board be invited to the Community Council.

Bus Services and their
Regulation
Our 2016 noted the high price of fares and
the reduction in routes covered – often
resulting in passengers having to take two or
three different buses to get to work or visit
relatives. The Community Council supported
the proposal that bus services either be
publicly owned or taken out of the hands
private bus companies and regulated on the
model of Lothian Buses under local authority
control.

This parliamentary session our local
MSP, the Transport Minister Humza
Yousaf has introduced a transport bill
with the following remit:
“The Bill will contain provisions on
smart ticketing on public transport in
Scotland and to tackle obstructive and
inconsiderate parking. It will also
enhance and improve the role of the
Scottish Road Works Commissioner and
the wider regulation of road works and
provide local transport authorities with a
viable and flexible set of options to
influence the provision of bus services in
their area to better meet local users'
needs.”
The October meeting of the Community
Council agreed to press for specific
provision for regional transport
authorities which, in the West of
Scotland would cover local authorities
approximating the old Strathclyde
Region, to ensure that private transport
companies were not able to cherry-pick
routes around and through Glasgow.
It was agreed in terms of immediate
problems with the regularity of bus
services and inaccurate signage that Cllr
John Kane would raise with SPT.

The Type 31 Frigates
and future
employment in the
Clyde Yards
The strategy meeting heard a report
from our MP Chris Stephens about the
decision by the Ministry of Defence to
put the construction of the Type 31
Frigates previously promised to the
Clyde yards out to tender with a ceiling
of £250m.

Cllr Kane noted that the reduction in
orders and funding was also affecting the
ability of BAE to play its promised role in
the local community.
The yard trade unions were asking that
the MoD does not proceed with
contracts to build three fleet support
vessels, supplying fuel for aircraft
carriers, currently being commissioned
in South Korean yards. If these
contracts were brought back, they could
provide work for non-specialist yards in
Scotland such as Rosyth. This in turn
would enable the Clyde to specialise in
complex warships such as Type 31 and
Type 26 and their successors.
The Community Council meeting agreed
to support this position and to invite a
representative of the yard trade unions
to a future meeting.

Rights of Asylum
Seekers
It was noted that Govan had one of
the highest concentrations of
asylum seekers in Scotland and that
currently their accommodation was
managed by private contractors
who relied mainly on private sector
landlords in very unsuitable
housing.
Cllr John Kane reported that currently
legislation existed that had enabled
Glasgow Govanhill to be designated an
Enhanced Enforcement Area to give that
Council greater powers over landlords.
He suggested that it needed to be
extended to G51 to tackle the problems
in the tenement areas.
Chris Stephens noted that one very
major problem facing all asylum was that
they were not allowed to seek work
despite quite often having to wait years
rather than months for the resolution of
their status. Continued page 3

A week of

The newly elected Community
Council members

Awards to staff and
members of Elderpark
Housing Association
On the left Elspeth Millen, Chair of Elderpark
Housing Association Management
Committee, recipient of the Helen McGregor
Award recognising outstanding contributions
to committee work for Scotland. On the
right Lynn Reid recipient of the Margaret
Vass Award acknowledging the achievements
of frontline housing officers, Chartered
Institute of Housing Scotland.

from the Chartered Institute for Housing
Scotland

AGM of Govan
Community
Council
Elections for the new Community
Council took place on 2 October with
fourteen candidates for eleven places.
The October meeting of the Community
Council agreed to make those not
elected associate members and ask the
City Council to increase membership to
14 in light of our area’s increased
population.
The AGM elected Esme Clark as its
Secretary, Alan Bell as its Chair and Gina
Preston as its Treasurer.

Meetings are open

In the meantime they had to survive on £37
a week. Most had to rely on food banks.
Some entered work illegally and were
therefore often exposed to gross
exploitation.
The October meeting of the Community
Council agreed to
 support the call from Glasgow
MPs and the Scottish Refugee
Council for asylum seekers to
be given the right to work





Invite an asylum seeker to a
future meeting
Support the call for the
Enhanced Enforcement Area
to be extended to G51: a
letter to the Council leader
Consider organising a petition
jointly with neighbouring CCs
(Drumoyne, Ibrox Cessnock,
Craigton, Cardonald) – which
would have an educational as
well as campaigning aspect.

Pat Cassidy and Govan
Workspace honoured for
Fairfield Restoration

The Community Council encourages the
widest participation in its work. Its
meetings are open. Visitors may speak
at the discretion of the chair. Nonmembers are encouraged to phone the
Secretary, Esme Clark at 425 1318 if
they wish a specific issue discussed.
The meetings are held in the Board
Room of Elderpark Workspace at 7
p.m. The coming meetings will be
on Monday 4 December, Monday 8
January and Monday 5 February.
Minutes are available on the website
www.govancommunitycouncil.com.

Rights of Asylum
Seekers (cont.)

The Govan Community Council
banner on the demonstration held
earlier this year against cuts in social
services organised by Glasgow
Trades Union Council. The banner
is being carried by Kevin Magee and
James Holloway

Housing for Older
People
Central Govan Tenants and Residents
Association had raised with the Community
Council the lack of ground floor/sheltered
accommodation for older tenants – in the
knowledge that the age profile of the local
population included an above average
proportion of older people who within the
next decade would find their existing
accommodation inaccessible/too big.
Cllr Kane noted that flats with lift access
might also provide a solution – as with the
facilities that had been developed at
Mountgarrie Road in Drumoyne. However,
current plans by the City Council as
strategic housing provider did not clearly
prioritise more housing for older people.
It was agreed to write to the Scottish
Housing Regulator asking that it require
HAs to assess needs locally and to require
planning for their future resolution, to
write to Glasgow City Council seeking
clarity on what additional provision is
proposed for elderly people in its 20172022 Housing Strategy and to gather
support through local lunch clubs and other
organisations for pensioners

Pat Cassidy and the Fairfield Volunteers
were awarded the Scottish Heritage Award
for 2017 for their work in restoring the
office buildings of the Fairfield shipyard to
their former glory. The offices were
previously virtually derelict and now
provide a venue for the heritage centre and
offices and studios for business start-ups.

‘The Govanite’ giving real
knowledge to local kids

Working on the old principle
‘Knowledge is Power’, a group of
volunteers have been developing a
series of magazines for local kids.
The aim is to provide knowledge about
Govan as a community, its history and
struggles, about those who have made a
difference to people’s lives past and
present and also about how decisions are
made today and how to get involved. The
Community Council made a small grant to
help the work in April this year.

JEAN MELVIN – COMMUNITY COUNCIL
VETERAN
Jean Melvin turned 93 this year and she remains one of the
most vocal and effective members of Govan Community
Council. Jean was born in Blackburn Street, Plantation, in
1924.
She remembers the poverty of those times. There were ten children in the
family: only five survived to adulthood. The family had a two room
tenement house without an inside toilet. Her father, a docker, died at the
age of 48 and her mother had to support the household on a widow’s
pension – and from what work she could get. Yet, she says, everyone was
in the same boat and everyone helped each other. That spirit remained
with Jean and has made her a life-long fighter for better conditions.

“A scorching summer’s day”
When she was 11, in July 1935 on a scorching summer day, she remembers
the family moving to a new house in Teucherhill, then in the countryside
with open fields to the south. The family, and later Jean herself, played a
part in developing the Teucherhill Tenants Association. By the age of 14
Jean was working as a message girl in Partick, travelling on the Linthouse
Ferry every day, and shortly after as a machinist in a shirt factory in
Pollokshaws. Paid off, she went through a series of jobs, in textiles and
engineering, during the war until she married in 1948.
She remembers her husband, Thomas, in the Scots Guards during the war
and now working as a plumber in the shipyards, active in his union and
collecting dues in Brechins Bar and the Engineers Rooms in Govan Road.
There were four children, three girls and a boy: Janice, Thomas, Ann and
Sandra.

Important Victory
on Rents

Community
Council Secretary
Esme Clark
425 1318

The summer saw Mike Dailly, Chief Solicitor
at Govan Law Centre, win an important
battle in Scotland’s highest court, the Inner
House of the Court of Session.

Govan
Community
Council twitter
Govan
CC@GovanCC
Govan Health
Centre
531 8400
Govan Law
Centre 440 2503
Community
Police 532 5400
Refuse Collection
287 9700

Govan Law Centre
wins landmark case

It concerned a tenant in Elderpark who had
rights as a pre-1989 tenant to appeal the
rent set by the rent officer to the Private
Housing Rent Panel. The Panel had
compared his rent to that of private
accommodation in another part of Glasgow
and increased the rent from £3,500 a year
to £6,200.
The Court described the Panel’s approach
as ‘fundamentally flawed, and that their
decision was erroneous in law and cannot
be sustained’. The Court insisted that due
consideration needed to be taken of existing
registered rents in comparable property
locally. This judgement is likely to affect a
number of other local assessments by the
same Panel.

campaign to stop the closure of the steamie and public
baths in Harmony Row.

“Stringing up washing outside the City
Chambers”

In Teucherhill Jean campaigned to get a tenants’ hall and to establish a
pensioners’ club. In 1978 she moved to Ardruthie Road and was involved
with Betty McEachan and Helen McNeill in developing Drumoyne TA.
In the 1980s Jean joined the Community Council and remembers the
campaigns on housing, the poll tax and, most of all, the ultimately successful

Useful
phone
numbers

Above Jean today and
left Jean as a teenager
in the 1940s

This involved an invasion of women from Govan of the
City Chambers, stringing washing up outside it and then
pursuing the Lord Provost with a clothes poll.
Today Jean is active in the Reminiscence Group,
in support for the Fairfield History Centre - and,
still, in the debates on the Community Council.

Govan Loves
Christmas –
Christmas Lights
Switch On
On Wednesday 6th December the Govan Loves
Christmas Switch On event shall be taking place from
3pm to 6pm at Govan Cross. This will be the event’s
4th year of operating in the local area and we hope that
this year’s line-up will be the best yet.
The afternoon will be filled with Christmas cheer, fun and
entertainment, with performances from local school choirs, the
Govan Allsorts, the Govan Schools Pipe Band, live music acts, a
Christmas market delivered by local businesses and community
organisations, bouncy castles, Santa’s Grotto, rides and activities for
all of the family and a lot, lot more. The night will close with a full
firework display and switch on of the Christmas lights at 6pm onto
the beautiful backdrop of the Riverside Museum and Tallship.
We are delighted to announce that the King of Breakfast Radio and
GBX Clyde One DJ George Bowie will also be making a special
appearance to help with the switch on of the Christmas lights.
There will also be a competition for local residents and schools to
pen a poem with the theme “Christmas in Govan” with the winners
getting the opportunity to switch on the Christmas lights with
George Bowie. We hope that you will come along and join us.
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