
SOUTH GLASGOW 
UNIVERSITY 
HOSPITAL OPENS 
Parking problems remain 
The new South Glasgow Hospital will be officially opened 
on 3 July.  By that time all services will have been 
transferred to the new hospital from the Victoria, the 
Western, the old Southern General and the Royal Sick 
Children.  There will be 1,100 beds in the acute hospital and 
another 256 in the Children’s hospital.  Total staff will come 
to over 10,000. 
 
However, both staff and local residents are seriously 
concerned about the lack of parking.  7,000 staff have signed 
a petition pointing out the problems facing them in getting 
to the hospital in time for their shifts – with deficient public 
transport and the difficulties facing car users. 
 
Local residents in Govan face equally difficult problems as 
hospital parking chokes local streets and the City Council 
seeks to introduce a parking scheme for which the NHS has 
so far failed to provide a budget and which, without such 
funding, will cost up to £50 per household a year – and 
£700 for local shops and businesses. 
 
The area of controlled parking covers all Sheildhall, West 
Drumoyne and Linthouse and also includes Langlands Road 
up to Arklet Road.  Depending on the pressure on parking 
places it could well be extended further east. 
 
In April members of the G51 Free Parking campaign 
marched up to the City Chambers to present 4,000 letters 
of objection.  In May there was a further meeting with Cllr 
Alistair Watson.  The City Council is asking that the NHS 
provide funding for the scheme. It is still considering the 
objections lodged by local residents. 
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GOVAN YARD 
SAVED 

On 25 May BAE announced it will be making a £100m 
investment in both Govan and Scotstoun yards –
ensuring the future of the Govan yard.  Last year it 
seemed likely that BAE would shift all its shipbuilding 
work entirely to Scotstoun - with a £200m investment 
in order to build the new Type 26 frigates for the Navy.   
 
BAE spokesman said the new investment in the two yards ‘will enable 
us to create a modern, safe and inspiring workplace for our employees, 
whilst ensuring we deliver equipment to the highest quality at the 
lowest possible cost so we can compete effectively for future UK and 
international orders.’   For the GMB union Jim Moohan said: "The two 
yards working together will make Clydeside attractive for potential new 
customers. It will also sustain job security with orders for the Type 26 
ships for the Royal Navy coming on stream and enhance our chances of 
securing export orders’. 
 
Community Council Chair Dick Carabine welcomed the news. ‘Last 
year we held meetings with elected representatives and BAE to express 
our concerns about the future of the yard.  We are very glad that the 
future of both yards has finally been secured.’ 

A BRIDGE TO PARTICK ? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A public consultation in the first week of March heard 
proposals for linking the two communities of Govan and 
Partick by a new footbridge that would probably run from 
Govan Cross over to the Transport Museum and then on 
across the Kelvin river to Partick Cross.  
 
The consultation was held in Transport Museum with the aim of 
involving as many local people as possible at an early stage on the 
planning process. Equal numbers turned up from Govan and Partick – 
with links being established at the meeting.  (continued p. 4) 
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Govan Integration Network – 
working to bring people 
together 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Isabel is Project Manager at the Govan & Craigton Integration 
Network and been working there for the past four years. ‘GCIN’ was 
set up fifteen years ago to work for the integration of Govan’s 
different communities - particularly those coming to Govan from 
overseas as asylum seekers and refugees. In 2000-2001 Glasgow had 
become one of the ‘dispersal cities’ to which asylum seekers were 
sent. Today there are roughly 700 women, men and children, living in 
the G51 area with asylum status. The number is somewhat higher than 
elsewhere in Glasgow because the Home Office looks for the 
cheapest and most difficult to let housing for accommodation.  
 
Isabel says there have been continuing problems with these firms 
which are contracted by the Home Office to provide housing and 
other services for asylum seekers. Up until 2010 the contract was held 
by the City of Glasgow Council, and then Angel Group and YPeople, 
and there were reasonable safeguards. Since 2012 the contract has 
been held by the multinational company SERCO. SERCO in turn have 
sublet their Glasgow work to Orchard and Shipman, a property 
company with no experience in the field. Some of the accommodation 
is rented from housing associations but the majority is from private 
landlords.  
 
‘We have had to raise problems repeatedly with Orchard and 
Shipman. The problems include lack of running water, lack of heating 
and, most worrying, lack of security - for instance, no working locks 
on front doors. Asylum seekers often come from areas of traumatising 
conflict. The last thing they now need is to live in fear here in Govan.” 
 
In some ways, says Isabel, Govan is a very welcoming place. But asylum 
seekers still face a significant level of verbal abuse and sometimes 
physical attack. Much of GCIN’s work is to provide support at its drop 
in centres in Riverside Hall, the Pearce Institute and Cardonald.  
 
Asylum seekers and refugees, says Isabel, are often reluctant to report 
abuse. Most have come from places where they themselves were the 
victims of the security services. Many are also ‘understanding’ of the 
circumstances locally – with abuse and harassment often coming from 
youngsters fuelled by drink and lacking any other form of distraction. 
‘But’, says Isabel, ‘such abuse does cause great distress and fear – 
especially among women and children- and should not be tolerated in 
any community’. 
 
One of the strengths of GCIN’s work is that it is also involved in 
wider community projects, such as community allotments and gardens, 
and the local Food Bank. It also provides interpreting services for local 
and citywide organisations.   
 
Isabel is hopeful that with growing community involvement 
Govan can be made a place where everyone feels at home. 
 

Frightened ? Threatened ?
 
 

 Police statistics show that the Govan area has 
quite high figures for what is described as ‘hate 
crime’.  This includes any form of crime 
motivated by, or associated with, prejudice - 
including hate directed at people because of their 
race, disability, sexual orientation or 
religion/sectarianism.   
 
Often the abuse is fairly low level – the shouting of names.  
Sometimes it can involve neighbours in long-term campaigns of 
harassment.  Sometimes, it extends to physical assault. 
 
For the recipients, and especially if there are young children, it 
is highly distressing – even if the victims do not come from 
backgrounds overseas where they have already suffered 
violence and fear.   
 
For these reasons Govan Community Council decided to 
approach the Police Service, Glasgow Safety Services, Housing 
Associations, Govan Youth Information and other local 
agencies to set up a working party to consider ways of tackling 
the problem.  Discussions soon established, first, that much 
good work was being done in schools and youth groups to 
combat hate crime, but, second, a real issue did exist.   
 
One problem is under-reporting. Those receiving abuse tend 
not to report it.  The Police Service treat any crime associated 
with hate very seriously.  But often those on the receiving end 
don’t report – either because they don’t think there will be a 
successful outcome (or reporting will make it even worse) or, 
if from overseas, because of bad experiences with security 
forces.  
 
“If not reported, it will not be stopped” 
But if hate crime is not reported, it will not be stopped. 
For this reason ‘Third Party Reporting’ centres have been 
established by Glasgow Safety Services in local Housing 
Association offices and elsewhere (list at bottom).  And you 
don’t have to be the victim – just being a witness is enough.   
 
The other issue is the fear that the action will not be 
successful and leave the victim even more isolated.  Glasgow 
Safety Services stress that action through the courts does 
result in convictions.  But even if there is no prosecution or 
conviction, the police and other agencies do provide greater 
protection if informed.   
 
The latest available Scottish police statistics (for 2012-13) 
show Glasgow City to have 21 instances of racist incident per 
10,000 population compared against a national average of 9.  
Govan’s statistics are somewhat higher. 
 
Third Party Reporting Centres in G51 include: Govan 
Housing Association, Elderpark HA, Govan 
Integration Network (Pearce Institute Govan Cross), 
Govan Youth Information (Water Row, Govan Cross). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Isabel Harland stays 
locally in Govan – though 
previously she has lived in 
Spain and Mexico where 
she worked first in 
education and then in 
community building.   
 
 

 

The office of 
Govan Integration 
Network is in the 
Pearce Institute  



 
COUNCILLORS SURGERIES 
Home visits can be organised 
for all councillors by phoning  
0141 287 2000. 
 
Councillor James Adams 
James.Adams2@glasgow.gov.uk 
Pirie Park Primary School, 37 Langlands 
Road 
2nd Wednesday each month 6-7 p.m. 
Elder Park Library, 228 Langlands Rd 
2nd Saturday each month 10.15-11.15 am 
Pearce Institute, 840 Govan Road 
2nd Saturday each month 11.30 a.m.-12.30 
 
Councillor Stephen Dornan 
Stephen.Dornan@glasgow.gov.uk 
Riverside Community Hall, 29 Clydebrae 
St 
3rd Wednesday each month 3-4 p.m. 
Govan Youth Information, 9 Water Row 
3rd Wednesday 4-5 p.m. 
Pirie Park Primary School, 337 Langlands 
Rd 
3rd Wednesday 5 p.m. 6 p.m. 
Pearce Institute, 840 Govan Road 
Last Thursday each month 2 p.m. 3 p.m. 
 
Councillor John Kane 
John.kane@glasgow.gov.uk 
Riverside Hall, 29 Clydebrae St 
1st Tuesday each month 1 p.m 
 
Baillie Fariha Thomas 
Fariha.Thomas@glasgow.gov.uk 
4th Saturday of month 10 a.m.-11 a.m. 
Ibrox Library, 1 Midlock Street 
4th Saturday of month 11.15 a.m. – 12.15 
Pearce Institute, 840 Govan Road 
 
 
 

 

Benefits, 
Sanctioning and 
Universal Credit 
 
Tom McMahon, chair of Greater 
Govan against Housing Benefit Cuts, 
warns of the need to maintain 
vigilance and organisation.   
 
 ‘Although it is likely that housing benefit 
will be devolved to the Scottish 
Parliament, this will take time – and we 
therefore hope that the special financial 
provision for those affected will be rolled 
forward to the new financial year.  All 
other benefits will remain with the British 
government, including powers to sanction, 
and this gives us great cause for concern – 
especially given the government’s 
commitment to cut £12 billion from an 
existing budget of just over £50 billion.’ 

 
  

 
 
John Beattie writes about the unmet demand 
facing the Food Bank in Govan Road 
(John is on the right) 
 

After hearing about the lack of supplies and people being turned away from local 
food banks, some of the local people set up a collection space at Govan Cross. In 
2015 it's bizarre to think that a shortage of food would be affecting us. The UN 
said there would be more than enough food to feed everyone (United Nations: 
The Right to Adequate Food, 2010); so we would like to know why this isn't 
already happening in our wealthy country. 
  
The need for the food bank is an unavoidable issue and one that has to be looked at very 
carefully. Every five minutes in Govan someone walks through the door that has no other 
option at that point in time but to use the food bank. 
  
There are questions starting to be asked by local people about what the food bank is, 
how it works, and why there is a need for it. 
 
After the first couple of collections the response from local people was incredible. It 
became clear very quickly that the issue was something we have to address as a 
community. If left to the politicians or the state, it will continue to grow until it affects 
their chances of being re-elected. We feel this isn't an option and although there's only a 
few of us, it affects everyone and we are determined to change this. 
  
A small group have begun to address the issue and are actively looking for members to 
research and take this issue to the Scottish 
Government, challenging them to use their 
underspend, estimated to be around 
 £145m, or raise tax by one pence, to 
create a much needed emergency fund. 
  
A petition has been set up and a public 
meeting will be in the coming weeks. 
Anyone looking for more information or 
looking to get involved with the group,  
email  foodbankpetition@yahoo.com. 
There will be an special emergency 
food collection during the Govan Fair 
on Friday 5 June outside the Benefit 
Office on Govan Road 5 p.m. on. 

TIDYING UP GOVAN’S MESSY STREETS 
In the last quarter of 2014 Govan Ward had the highest level of reports in Glasgow for 
litter, dog fouling, failures in street cleansing, graffiti, abandoned needles and fly-tipping.  
For the first quarter of 2015 the situation had somewhat improved – but not by much.  
Govan was third from the top.   
 
Graffiti and dog fouling remained at high levels – while reductions were recorded in 

other areas.  61 fixed penalty notices 
were issued for dog fouling over the 
period.  Further notices were issued 
during a dog fouling blitz in May. 
 
Govan Community Council has also 
been waging a battle against 
abandoned shopping trolleys – 
almost all from Asda.  Secretary 
Esme Clark says: ‘We have 
repeatedly raised the issue Asda but, 
despite some efforts to collect, 
runaway trolleys continue to blight 
the streets all the way down to 
Craigton Road. 
 

FOOD BANK CRISIS 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Useful phone numbers 
 
Community Council Secretary  
Esme Clark 425 1318 
 
Govan Health Centre  531 8400 
 
Community Police 532 5400 
 
Refuse Collection  287 9700 
 
Road and Lighting Faults  
0800 37 3635 
 

The Govan Letter is published by Govan Community Council and funded by a grant from Glasgow City Council. 

Contact Elderpark Housing Association 
31 Garmouth Street, Glasgow 

T. 0141 440 2244  F. 0141 445 5345 
 

Email admin@elderpark.org  www.elderpark.org 

 

A Bridge to Partick ? 
 
The bridge would be funded through the £1.6 billion City Deal announced in 
January and the new link would seek to stimulate economic and social 
development in both Partick and Govan.  The wider plan would be to create a 
North-South corridor from Kelvinside to Bellahouston Park and an East-West 
corridor along the south bank of the Clyde from the city centre to the Govan 
Stones at the Old Govan Parish Church and on to the hospital. This corridor 
might include a redevelopment of the historic Graving Dock at Stag Street 
 
Those present at the consultation gave general support to the idea and 
welcomed closer links between the communities of Govan and Partick. There 
was also strong support for maintaining the riverside area north of Govan 
Cross as public space – a position long taken by Govan Community Council. 
The draft report of the consultation is currently with the City Council. 

The new shop fronts on Langlands Road 
add to those already redeveloped on 
Water Row. They are part of the 
regeneration of Govan’s historic 
tenement area being implemented by 
the Central Govan Action Plan.   
 
This work has included the Pearce Statue, the stone 
work of Brechins Bar and the tenements at the 
Cross. It complements the work undertaken by 
Govan Workspace on the Fairfield shipyard 
building. Further work will soon begin on the river 
front pathway.  Last year CGAP received the Silver 
Jubilee Cup award from the Royal Town Planning 
Institute for its work in Govan. 

The new shop fronts along Langlands Road 

Govan’s Graving 
Docks 
These were originally 
built between 1869 and 
1875 by the Clyde 
Navigation Trust to 
enable repairs to ship 
keels. They were closed 
in 1988 and have lain 
derelict since. 

Govan Community Council’s meeting 
are public.  Its next two meetings will be 
on Monday 6 July and Monday 7 
September at 7 p.m. in Elderpark 
Workspace, 100 Elderpark Street 
www.govancommunitycouncil.com 


