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Earlier this autumn pictures of the
drowned Syrian youngster shocked
opinion across the world and brought a
realisation of a common responsibility to
provide refuge for the thousands
currently fleeing war and persecution.

Govan is one of the communities in Glasgow that
has already provided a home for significant numbers
of refugees and asylum seekers under the
government’s 2000-2001 dispersal programme
which made Glasgow a dispersal city.

This follows a historic pattern. Govan’s origin as a
community in the nineteenth century largely derived
from immigrants fleeing from famine and hardship –
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Govan Community Council is
looking for new members

Govan Community Council has three vacancies.
Notices seeking applications will be posted publicly
in the course of October. Secretary Esme Clark
encourages anyone interested to apply.
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This action followed months of rent strikes against extortionate increases. By
November 30,000 households were taking part On 17 November the Sheriff,
faced with thousands of demonstrators, phoned the prime minister and
secured an assurance that the government would take immediate legal powers
to freeze rents. The Rent Restriction Act became law within two months –
and henceforth, from the end of the war, council housing started to replace
the landlord-controlled tenements.

A key organiser of the rent strike was Mary Barbour, a Govan housewife, who
lived in Uist Street, She subsequently became a Labour Councillor and one of
the first women magistrates in Glasgow. The Remember Mary Barbour
Committee is currently raising funds for a statue to commemorate her work.
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Govan petitioners call on
the Scottish Parliament
to provide public funding
for food banks

John Beattie and Kevin Magee, who have been running the
Sunny Govan Radio food collections for local food banks, took
their call for public funding to the Scottish Parliament’s
Public Petitions Committee on 22 September.

Statement submitted to the Scottish
Parliament for PEO 1571
“The petition is necessary because people in Glasgow and

They cited their own experience of regular shortfalls in supply
and the Child Poverty Action Group Report published
this year. In a thirty minute hearing they quizzed the Committee
on what happened to the special £1m allocation from the Scottish
Government and why no food bank across south-west Glasgow, or
elsewhere in Glasgow, had any record of having secured
such support. They received no immediate answer. The
Petition was referred for further reports.

elsewhere are going hungry. Particularly in our community. Govan
is one of the poorest areas in Scotland. The response has been
overwhelming but it is not enough. I feel it has now reached the
point where the Scottish Government has to use its resources to
alleviate the problem.The Steering Group of Glasgow South West
food bank (charity no. SC45121) has estimated that it would need
around £1,000 per week to meet the demand of its four food
banks across Glasgow South West. If the situation is desperate in
our community, we assume others are facing a similar struggle. I
have also been made aware that the Scottish Government created
an Emergency Food Fund last year, which is now closed. With the
food bank problem developing into a crisis, I would suggest the
programme reopens. Recently, the Glasgow SW food bank has
been running out of supplies and at points are having to turn
hungry people away. Despite our food collections and donations
from other sources, the community is now at the point that it is
struggling to meet the demand on food banks. This is why we are
calling on the Scottish Government to use their underspend or
increase tax by 1p to help stem this developing crisis before it
worsens. The Steering Group of Glasgow South West food bank
(charity no. SC45121) has estimated that it would need around
£1000 per week to meet the demand of its four food banks across
Glasgow South West. If the situation is desperate in our
community, we assume others are facing a similar struggle. With an
estimated £12bn of welfare cuts expected in the next 5 years, we
fear the situation will worsen. That is why we are asking the
Scottish Government to use its resources and help feed its
citizens..”

Celebrating Diversity in
Govan – opposing hate crime

A number of community events will be held in Govan to mark Hate Crime
Awareness Week - Saturday 10th to Saturday 17th October.

A story showing
what is good and
what is not so good

Isabel Harland of Govan and Craigton Integration Network writes: ‘The purpose of
the Hate Crime Awareness Week is to tackle Hate Crime issues by raising awareness of
what Hate Crime is and how to respond to it, encourage reporting, and promote local
David (not his real name) arrived in
support services and resources. There are a number of third party reporting centres in
Govan this summer as an asylum seeker.
Govan, for instance, that the community may not be aware of. We also feel it's a good time
He had previously lived in London.
to learn about and celebrate the diversity of people living in Govan, and the positives this
brings to the community. The main events will be:
He says he found people in Govan very
friendly – far more than in London. ‘In
On Saturday 10th October, from 12noon until 5pm:
Govan people sat down and talked to
 Mary Barbour Suite @The Pearce Institute: 840 Govan Road, G51 3UU
you. I have only been here a few months
 Govan Housing Association's Community Hub: 905 Govan Road, G51 3DN
and I feel like I have been here a hundred
There will be international food // music/dance performances // information stalls // creative
years.’
workshops for young people and adults // Theatre workshop // speakers
On Monday 12th October, from 7pm until 9pm:
But David has also been a victim of hate
 The Portal (Plantation Productions): 978 Govan Road, G51 3JA
crime – not in Govan but in the city
Free short-film screenings and discussion session
centre. He attended an independence
On Wednesday 14th October, from 12.30pm until 2.30pm:
meeting in George Square wearing an
 The Pearce Institute: 840 Govan Road, G51 3UU
independence badge. At the bus stop on
GCIN drop-in (refreshments served) with creative workshop / large mural painting for
the way home he was physically
families / all ages
challenged: “what right do you blacks
 Sunny Govan Radio
have to wear that badge?” The police
103.5fm / social awareness programme on topic of hate crime from 7pm - 8pm
were called. Luckily two women
The events are organised by Govan and Craigton Integration Network along with local partner
witnesses came to his aid and gave
organisations; Plantation Productions, Xchange Scotland, World Spirit Theatre, Sunny Govan
evidence that it was him who was abused.
Community Radio, Govan Community Council, Govan Housing Association, Linthouse Housing
Association, Community Safety Glasgow and Police Scotland, and thanks to funding provided by
So good – but still not good enough
Glasgow City Council (Govan Area Partnership. Further info: isabel@gcin.org.uk 0141 445 3718.

GOVAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL
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This has been a remarkably eventful year for Govan - some of the events and
some of the decisions made will affect the lives of its citizens for many years to
come.
The Hospital

Most importantly for Greater Govan has been the opening of the
new Hospital. While we are proud to have a centre of
excellence in our midst, the problems of inserting such a hospital
into an existing community have been immense. The parking
problems are still ongoing and have been well documented elsewhere. The problems with
Fastlink have more directly affected the area covered by this community council. Govan
Community Council has worked hard with elected representatives and Govan Workspace
to try to alleviate some of the problems with road closures, pavements blocked off, and
bus stops and traffic lights out of action. As well as problems with the planners, problems
with the contractors have seen rubble scattered over pavements and streets made
impassable for the elderly, those with sight difficulties and mothers with prams. Work on
Fastlink is scheduled to end soon, and we hope to get on with our lives in peace. The new
bus station will open next summer - and we hope to see the statue of Mary Barbour in
pride of place at the Cross.
The Shipyard

A definite good news story came in May with the news that BAE
Systems had decided to keep the Govan Yard open and indeed
make a substantial investment in its future. As well as jobs and
apprenticeships for our young people, the pride in having the
Yard in Govan will remain for generations to come. The
community council has had meetings with representatives from the Yard and had been
aware of the two plans - one for development on both sides of the river, and the second
for the closure of the Govan Yard and the transfer of all work to the North bank. We
know they made the right decision and celebrated the news. Along the river, interest is
again being expressed in the future of the Graving Docks, and Fairfields continues to prove
a major attraction. The Govan ferry plied its trade over the summer months as usual,
until Open Doors Day.
October will see a series of events to encourage the community to come together to
combat Race Hate. This is a very worthwhile initiative that has been supported from the
start by members of the community council.

Govan Loves Christmas
Finally, on a happy note. Govan Loves Christmas was an
unqualified success last year, and we are so very pleased that
Govan will Love Christmas even more so this year. The
Committee has been re-established, including representation from
the Community Council, and we hope to have details within the
next few weeks. The turning on of the lights will be on 2
December. Esme Clark, Secretary

THE HUB – A NEW FACILITY FOR
YOUTH IN GOVAN

The Govan Road/Shaw Street corner has gained a new
facility for young people: the Hub. Developed over
the summer it provides space for a range of
organisations offering services for young people.
It will operate as a base for youth work by Aberlour
and Govan Youth Information Project. Clyde College
will offer taster courses and Quarriers peer housing
support. The Job Centre is collaborating in the
provision of skills for job search and c.v. writing.

COUNCILLORS SURGERIES
Home visits can be organised
for all councillors by phoning
0141 287 2000.
Councillor James Adams

James.Adams2@glasgow.gov.uk

Pirie Park Primary School, 37 Langlands
Road
2nd Wednesday each month 6-7 p.m.
Elder Park Library, 228 Langlands Rd
2nd Saturday each month 10.15-11.15 am
Pearce Institute, 840 Govan Road
2nd Saturday each month 11.30 a.m.-12.30

Councillor Stephen Dornan

Stephen.Dornan@glasgow.gov.uk
Riverside Community Hall, 29 Clydebrae
St
3rd Wednesday each month 3-4 p.m.
Govan Youth Information, 9 Water Row
3rd Wednesday 4-5 p.m.
Pirie Park Primary School, 337 Langlands
Rd
3rd Wednesday 5 p.m. 6 p.m.
Pearce Institute, 840 Govan Road
Last Thursday each month 2 p.m. 3 p.m.

Councillor John Kane

John.kane@glasgow.gov.uk
Riverside Hall, 29 Clydebrae St
1st Tuesday each month 1 p.m

Baillie Fariha Thomas

Fariha.Thomas@glasgow.gov.uk
4th Saturday of month 10 a.m.-11 a.m.
Ibrox Library, 1 Midlock Street
4th Saturday of month 11.15 a.m. – 12.15
Pearce Institute, 840 Govan Road

Community Council banner
at 20 June People’s
Assembly demonstration in
Glasgow
The Community Council’s new banner was
on display at the demonstration called by
People’s Assembly Scotland against
austerity cuts on 20 August. The
demonstration, backed by all major unions,
heard the General Secretary of the STUC,
Grahame Smith, condemn government
plans to impose draconian attacks on
welfare and public services.

Pat Cassidy and Workspace: an interview

Workspace is one of Govan’s most successful community
enterprises. It has developed work-premises that currently
sustain up to 500 jobs and in doing so has saved a number of
Govan’s most iconic historic buildings from demolition.

Pat Cassidy has been its director and leading spirit ever since its
formation 35 years ago. Pat was born in Roystonhill, Glasgow and grew
up in Cranhill. He graduated from Glasgow University and initially
became a journalist working on the monthly journal of the National
Youth Bureau. Arising from this experience he decided to take a
postgraduate diploma in youth and community work at Jordanhill
College and in 1977 became a resource worker at the Govan Area
Resource Centre based in the old Hills Trust School.

He has remained in Govan ever since. At GARC he was responsible for
the Employment Study Group and it was a member of this group, Helen
McGregor, also a member of Govan Community Council, who first
suggested the workspace initiative in 1980 – on the basis of a newspaper
report of a similar development in England.

Pat says the development of Govan Workspace, the first of its kind in Scotland,
was only possible because of the depth of community support and the number of
community activists around at the time. He highlights Councillor Pat Keegan,
Dick McGlave, Duncan McLean, Jimmy Miller and members of the New Govan
Society such as David Orr and Bob Lennie. “This was only a few years after the
UCS work-in. There was strong feeling that work should be locally based and
owned by the community – and this is what Workspace has always been with a
locally-based board of directors.”

Above the first Workspace project (St
Anthony’s) – and below the next: Greenfield
School

Funding originally came from the Urban Programme (just over £100,000
in grants) but everything since has been loans. The first project was the
old St Anthony’s Primary School in Central Govan. The next was the
1927 Cooperative Bakery building that became Elderpark Workspace –
followed by the 1890s Alex Stephen House, originally the office block for
the Linthouse shipyard. The most recent development has been the
historic offices of the Fairfield Yard. And the next ? This will be the
Greenfield School that has just been acquired. All these buildings, says
Pat, had been earmarked for demolition or would have fallen into decay.

The redeveloped premises have provided homes for small businesses and some
larger ones – all sustaining local jobs and economic activity. Pat argues that there
has been too much short-termism in city and government planning – as well as a
lack of faith in traditional industry and local skills.

Workspace’s success has also enabled it to play a wider role in the community –
with initiatives that helped secure Conservation status for Central Govan between
2005 and 2008 and support for the campaign against the 2003 proposal for a
Waste Destructor in Linthouse and, more recently, to remedy the damaging
routeing for Fastlink in 2013-15. “Having assets belonging to the Community, run
and managed locally, give local people a much more substantial voice in their future
and the future of their community”.

Useful phone numbers

Community Council Secretary
Esme Clark 425 1318

Govan Health Centre 531 8400
Community Police 532 5400
Refuse Collection 287 9700

Govan Community
Council’s meetings are
public. Its next two
meetings will be at 7 pm
Monday 2 November
and 7 December in
Elderpark Workspace,
100 Elderpark Street
www.
govancommunitycouncil.
com

Contact Elderpark Housing Association
31 Garmouth Street, Glasgow
T. 0141 440 2244 F. 0141 445 5345
Email admin@elderpark.org www.elderpark.org
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