
 HEAVY CUTS IN 
CITY COUNCIL 
BUDGET 
The Scottish Government is reducing 
Glasgow’s share of the overall local 
government budget by 1.1 per cent for the 
coming financial year.   
 

This will result in a direct cut of 13.1 million.  Taking into 
account service and pay inflation, as well as an increase in 
other spending pressures, this will leave the City Council 
with an overall spending gap in 2015/16 of £28.9 million.  
This represents a 2.5 per cent cut overall. 
 
If Glasgow City Council had received the same proportion 
of the Local Government Settlement Grant that it did in 
2008, even with the cuts to the Scottish block grant, the 
City would have had an extra £153 million in its budget in 
2013/14 and 2014/15.    
 
The City Council’s budget assessment makes it clear that 
worse is yet to come.  ‘Economic forecasts over the last 
few years have consistently suggested that by 2013 only a 
third of public spending revenue reductions had been 
implemented by the UK Government and that financial year 
2017-18 could experience the worst reduction followed by 
2011-12 and then 2016-17.’ 
 
Already one of Glasgow’s key voluntary sector charities, 
Glasgow Association for Mental Health, has had its funding 
cut by 40 per cent and is likely close.  The local government 
union UNISON is pledged to oppose the cuts. 
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Flora Pagan to switch on the Christmas lights 

GOVAN  
LOVES 
CHRISTMAS 
Govan’s Christmas lights will be turned on Wednesday 
3 December.  Santa will attend the ceremony starting 
at 4 p.m. at Govan Cross.    
 
At 6 p.m. there will be a torch-lit processions to Elderpark Library 
with further activities for children and others.  Elderkpark Library will 
also host Christmas films for the rest of the week and there will be 
Christmas events in Plantation Productions and a Santa’s Grotto in 
Riverside Hall.  This year’s events are being coordinated by Govan 
Housing Association – see poster on the back page. 
 

SOUTHERN HOSPITAL 
PARKING PROBLEM 
Residents in Linthouse, Elderpark and Central Govan are up 
in arms at the problems arising from the lack of parking at 
the new Southern Hospital.   
 

14,000 people will work in the new hospital once it is in full operation 
next year – and there is only parking for a fraction of that number in 
the hospital.  To control the overspill into neighbouring streets the 
City Council plans to introduce controlled parking enforced by 
wardens with a £50 residents parking permit.  It will apply initially in 
Linthouse but may extend – as it is likely that the introduction of the  
Continued page 2. 
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The new Glasgow South University Hospital 

Hospital Parking  
Continued from page 1 
controlled parking will result in an overspill into 
Elderpark, Drumoyne and Central Govan.   
 
Hundreds have signed the petitions opposing the £50 
charge as unfair.  Residents, the petition argues, are 
having to pay for a problem caused by the failure of 
the NHS to make sufficient provision at the site. 
 
The City Council have started discussions with the 
Greater Glasgow Health Board and are pressing for 
the Board to cover the cost of the controlled 
parking.  
 
Chair of the Community Council, Dick Carabine, 
says: ‘We welcome the opening of the new hospital.  
It will guarantee improved care and provide many 
new jobs – and we hope some will filled locally.  But 
the current parking arrangements are not 
satisfactory and will impose heavy costs on local 
people’.  
 
Become a member of Govan 

Community Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Community Council in session 
The Community Council has two vacancies.  Anyone 
interested should phone the Secretary Esme Clark 
0141 425 1318 for a nomination form before 
Monday 5 January 2015.  All aged 16 or over are 
eligible who live within its boundaries: from the 
Clyde to the motorway and from Broomloan Road 
to Drumoyne Road taking in Central Govan, 
Elderpark and Craigton Road.    
 

The Community Council has rights under law to 
make representation on all planning issues and has 
the responsibility to voice the concerns of all those 
living in the area. 
 

Further details of its work can be found on the 
website 
http://www.communitycouncilsglasgow.org.uk
/govan/.  Meetings are open to the public and are 
held on the first Monday of the month in Elderpark 
Workspace Board Room at 7 p.m.  except on public 
holidays when meetings are held on the second 
Monday (check the website) 
 

Remembering Mary Barbour 
 
Esme Clark writes as secretary of the Remember Mary Barbour 
Association on the latest developments. 
 
"Mary Barbour - who's she?  Is that Mary Doll, the wife of Rab C. Nesbitt?  I 
love that Elaine C. Smith! "  That's what you would have got if you had 
mentioned Mary Barbour a few years ago.  Mary Barbour would have laughed. 

 She was a feisty woman of Govan, a hundred years ago, long before the days 
of TV and Twitter.  She was living here, bringing up her children, when the 
First World War disrupted so many lives.  The private landlords began putting 
up rents for families where the breadwinner was away at the Front, and the 
baliffs were ready to evict families who couldn't pay.  Mary Barbour wasn't 
having that, and "Mrs Barbour's Army" of local women stood ready to defend 
the homes of the women of Govan, the wives, mothers and widows, and the 
Rent Strike went into history.   Later she went into politics, becoming a 
Councillor in Glasgow and the first woman Bailie of the City, and was 
instrumental in setting up clinics for women and children long before the NHS. 
 

Yet, Mary Barbour has been largely forgotten until now.  The campaign 
Remember Mary Barbour aims to remedy that, and get a lasting memorial for 
this remarkable woman.  The campaign is fundraising now it has official 
charitable status and seeking the opinions of local people as to what kind of 
memorial would be suitable.  A statue on a plinth or a bust?  Where should it 
be placed? Should it represent the older woman in her robes of office or the 
younger woman of 1915 who was such a brave campaigner?  
 

Whatever happens, the message will go out "Remember Mary Barbour".  

 

 
 

 
 
 
Govan Law Centre has just completed a review of the ‘sanctioning’ 
of benefit claimants  – the name given to the process by which those 
without work and relying on benefits are deprived of them for failing 
to comply with regulations.  
 
The review reveals two things. First, that the number of people being 
sanctioned is increasing fast.  Second, that in Glasgow quite unacceptable 
pretexts have been used for leaving people destitute and without money for 
food or heating. 
 
Minimum penalty: no benefit for a month 
The new system, based on a new ‘claimant commitment’, was introduced in 
Govan last December.  Failure to comply with the new regulations results, at 
the minimum level such as missing an interview, in the denial of benefit for a 
month.  At the maximum level, such as refusing to take a job offered or 
voluntarily leaving employment, all benefits are lost for three years. 
 
Under the new system the number of people sanctioned is increasing rapidly.  
The numbers sanctioned in 2013 was three times the level before De 
 
Youth members of the Govan YIP Board tell the Govan Letter what 
is good and what is not so good in local provision. From the left Khyra-
lee Gray, Iain McInally, Patrick Clark and Liam Dixon 
 
All four felt that there was reasonable provision for those aged below 12. But 
was not case for those who were older – particularly the 15 to 19 age group.  
Khyra-less said this was the problem for those ‘hanging about’ the streets of 
Central Govan. “Everyone likes something to do”.  GYIP provides a drop-in 
centre for three days a week. But more activities are needed.  “Those who 
went on the Aberlour trip to Iona got a lot out of it but such trips are a one-
off.”    

 

Why so few youth facilities ? 



What’s in a name? 
The Community Council has written to the 
City Council proposing that a distinctive name 
for the new street servicing the new housing 
scheme at the south end of Craigton Road. 
 
Esme Clark, Community Council secretary, 
comments: “the City Council planners were 
proposing to call it Craigton Avenue.  Hardly very 
imaginative!  The Community Council has proposed 
Tinto Avenue to commemorate the Tinto rubber 
works which existed on the site for many years. The 
name was carried forward and given to the football 
pitch used by the Benburb Football Club till very 
recently. We hope it continues further.” 
 
 
The Greater Govan Campaign against Housing 
Benefit Cuts Chairperson Tom McMahon reports 
that all the 2014 leaflets have been distributed. 
‘Anyone who falls under the terms of the Bedroom 
Tax is now eligible to a Discretionary Housing 
Payment and should secure the appropriate form 
from their Social Landlord – even if they were 
refused in the past.  We hope similar arrangements 
can be made for 2015-16’.   
 

‘What happens in 2015 will depend on the outcome 
of the General Election with Labour now pledged to 
abolish the tax.  Unfortunately the Conservative 
Party has not made this pledge.  Instead they 
announced at their autumn conference that they also 
intend to freeze all benefits for two years. At current 
levels of inflation this will result in a 3 per cent real 
cut.’    

DEFENCE CUTS AND GOVAN YARD 
The Financial Times carried the following story 
on 6 October citing ‘military chiefs and the 
Royal United Services Institute’:  

“The new Type-26 frigates are expected to be the 
workhorses of the Royal Navy. They are due to 
replace the 13 Type-23 frigates and will perform a 
huge number of functions. While 13 new ships were 
envisaged, an initial order of only eight is expected 
this year. The next government may decide that at a 
cost of up to £350m each, it cannot justify buying five 
more.” 
 

 

Iain and Patrick pointed out 
that local pitches for football 
and other sports were limited.  
The only good quality ones 
charged at a rate that made 
them almost unaffordable.  A 
pitch for an eleven a side 
match could cost up to £80.   
 
Liam felt that what was needed 
for older teenagers was more 
workshop type sessions with 
discussion: one to one 

interaction on issues such as finding jobs and other skills needed in adult life.  
All praised the professionalism of the GYIP staff and the training they 
provided so that they themselves had in turn become volunteers. 
 
After an approach by Central Govan Tenants and Residents the November 
meeting of the Community Council decided to contact other organisations 
in the Govan area, councillors and City Council services about setting up a 
working group to consider the adequacy of youth services.   It also agreed 
that the first step would be to sound out the opinions of young people.  
 

For many months the Community Council has received reports of young people 
congregating in the Govan Road/Shaw Street area and being moved on by the Police. 
Residents complain on football being played in the street and balls knocked off shutters.  
Young people say there was nowhere to go – halls have been closed and football pitches 
built over. 
 

Twenty years ago the Community Council set up an enquiry into youth provisions 
chaired by Bob Lennie, previously head of Govan High School. It took evidence from a 
wide range of community groups, youngsters and parents, received wide publicity and 
partly as a result some new provision resulted.  The new working party hopes to report 
early in 2015.   
 

FASTLINK PLANNERS OBLIGED 
TO HOLD PUBLIC HEARING 
As a result of the unprecedented volume of objections lodged this 
summer to the Road Traffic Order for the Elder Street to Linthouse 
section of Fastlink, the planners have been obliged to convene a 
Public Hearing with a Reporter from the Scottish Government. 
 

So far no date has been set and it now seems unlikely that it will be before Christmas.  
Work on the section is currently suspended. Dick Carabine, the Community Council’s 
chairperson, comments: ‘Our objection is not to the project itself.  We welcome better 
transport.  But we do object to the design which will worsen the already serious parking 
crisis and pose difficulties for both businesses and residents.  Following a meeting with 
Nicola Sturgeon, the Community Council and Govan Workspace are hoping to organise 
a meeting with our local MSP, Johann Lamont.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The notorious “Shaw Street corner” 

Why so few youth facilities ? (cont) 

Bedroom Tax and Cuts in Benefits 



 
 
 
Carol McKenzie moved into the new Cruden Parkview Development on Golspie Street 
two and a half years ago along with her seven year old son Gabriel. She had previously 
lived in Spateston in Renfrewshire – and had been a member of its Community 
Council. In Govan she loves her top floor flat and its open view.  She’s also happy that 
Gabriel has settled into the Pirie Park Primary and has plenty of friends. 
 

However, she has misgivings.  She likes the area generally.  But she’s worried at the lack of 
maintenance, the dirt, the poor state of pavements and roads, the shortage of decent shops and 
places to eat. Since she has moved to her Golpsie Street flat, the road below has been reconfigured 
with three sets of lights.  ‘In the rush hour traffic is solid outside our building. The fumes could 
choke you. Is this right place to bring up Gabriel?  Should we stay or move on?’ 
 

A professional in urban social science, Carol thinks that Govan has been sacrificed to prestige projects elsewhere and has been 
viewed too much as a transport route between other developments.  ‘There has not been the overall planning vision to provide for 
comprehensive development.  Development has been piecemeal – often simply cosmetic.  And the Community has not been involved 
at the right level.  New housing has been put in – but only bit by bit.  The public realm has been neglected.  Major commercial 
development has not taken place.  The three thousand new inhabitants, who have made a personal and financial commitment to the 
area, have been offered nothing more. That’s the problem.’   
 

What does Gabriel say ?  ‘I love the Elder Park and my local football club Park Villa.’    
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Carol McKenzie – impressions of a newcomer  to Govan 

Useful phone numbers 
 
Community Council Secretary  Esme Clark 
425 1318 
 
Govan Health Centre  531 8400 
 
Govan Law Centre  440 2503 
 
Community Police 532 5400 
 
Refuse Collection  287 9700 
 
Road and Lighting Faults 0800 37 3635 
 
 

The Govan Letter is published by Govan Community Council and funded by a grant from Glasgow City Council. 

 
 

Contact Elderpark Housing Association 
31 Garmouth Street, Glasgow 

T. 0141 440 2244  F. 0141 445 5345 
 

Email admin@elderpark.org  www.elderpark.org 


